Situation of Children in Residential Care
Under the data of the Ministry of Ukraine for Family, Youth and Sports, as of the beginning of 2009, 8.3 million children aged 0 through 18 live in the country.
	 
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008

	Number of children in Ukraine
	9129178
	8801969
	8536066
	8325687


At the 2008 year-end in Ukraine, there were 103542 orphan children and children without parental care, which accounts for 1.2% of the total number of children in Ukraine.

Overall, the number of orphan children and children without parental care is annually on the increase. The management of the Department for adoption and protection of the child’s rights within the Ministry of Ukraine for Family, Youth and Sports interprets the changes in the statistics not as an implication of the increased orphanhood, but a result of the achieved status by the children, who became orphans earlier, after revision of the received cases by the juvenile services, reconciliation of the documents, study of the situation in the boarding schools. In 2006, the education authorities delegated to the juvenile services the functions of guardianship, care, adoption, case management of the orphan children and children without parental care.
	
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009

	Total number of the orphan children and children without parental care at the beginning of year
	97590
	97829
	102912
	102924
	103542


In Ukraine, there are in place the following boarding schools and social protection institutions for children:

· 53 boarding schools for the orphan children and children without parental care, where in 2008 9145 children resided. As compared to 2005, 12593 children resided in 54 institutions of this kind;
· 115 children’s homes under authority of the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine (106 – in 2005). As of 2008, 5918 children reside here (6690 children – in 2005);
· 48 children’s homes under authority of the Ministry of Health of Ukraine, with 4398 children in 2008.  In 2005 – 50 homes with 5387 children;
· 56 boarding schools under authority of the Ministry of Labour and Social Policy of Ukraine (7158 children – in 2008, 7716 children – in 2005);
· 95 shelters for children with 20593 inmates in 2008 (93 shelters in 2005 with 26194 inmates).
The main causes for placement of children into shelters in 2008 were such as homelessness (56%), withdrawal from a family (26%). 8% and 7%, respectively fall on the personal request of the child, a conflict with the peers and adults in the educational establishments. Among other reasons, which account for 2% and less, were the lost and abandoned as well as infringement of the child’s housing and property rights, involvement in the worst forms of labour and child abuse, which includes physical (153 cases), psychological (35 cases) and sexual abuse (7 cases).
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During the same period, 13735 inmates have left the shelters for children. Half of them have returned to their families, 19% were placed and 12% returned to the general education schools, children’s homes or vocational schools, 5% of children were placed under guardianship (care) into foster families or the family-type children’s homes, each.
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In Ukraine, there is the National targeted social programme of reforming a system of institutions for the orphan children and children without parental care, as adopted by the Decree of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine in 2007.
The aim of this programme is to create, during the period up to 2017, the conditions for implementation of the state guarantees and exercise of the constitutional rights of the orphan children and children without parental care through optimizing the existing network of institutions and setting up the new-type establishments with the close-to-family living and upbringing conditions.
Implementation of the reform is four-phased:

· first – study and promotion of the relevant international experience, improving performance of the institutions, placement of children into the families of citizens (one year);

· second – creation of the regulatory-legal framework, regulation of the institutions’ operations, a search of the additional sources for funding the Programme-defined activities, including those with the participation of the international organizations (one – two years);

· third – setting up the new-type institutions, removal of children to them, retraining of the pedagogues and social workers (three – four years);

· fourth – changing the profile of the institutions and their optimal use (seven – eight years).

One of the components of reforming a system of guardianship and care in Ukraine is implementation of a new mechanism for funding the needs of the orphan children and children without parental care according to the principle “money follows the children”.

Pursuant to the Law of Ukraine “On the Juvenile Bodies and Services and Specialised Institutions for Children”, exercise of control over the maintenance and education conditions in the institutions for the orphan children and children without parental care, the specialized and social protection institutions for children, irrespective of the form of ownership, rests on the juvenile services.

The alternative forms of care for children is a foster family, a family-type children’s home which is considered to be an individual family created at will of a couple or the unmarried individual, who take into care and cohabitation, at least, 5 orphan children and children without parental care. The total number of children in the family-type children’s home should not exceed 10 children, including one’s own children, and in the foster family – 4 children.
In 2005, in the foster families and family-type children’s homes there lived 1313 orphan children and children without parental care, in 2006 – 2614 , in 2007 – 4521, in 2008 – 6655 children. In the period from 2005 to April 2009, 21416 children were adopted, with an annual upward trend as regards the number of adoptions.
As of April 2009, in Ukraine there are in place: 423 family-type children’s homes, where 2735 children are raised. 2590 foster families where 4300 foster children are raised.

According to the data of the State Social Service for Family, Children and Youth, in Ukraine there are 70 institutions established by the religious, non-governmental organizations and foundations dealing with delivery of the services for children.
As of 2008, in Ukraine 42 state social service institutions (round-the-clock and day care in-patient facilities) are operating, delivering the free of charge social services and providing social support to families, children and youth who found themselves in difficult life situations. Among them: 22 centres of psychosocial support – a round-the-clock in-patient facility, 9 social hostels, 7 social centres of mother and child, 4 centres of psychosocial rehabilitation for the disabled children and youth.

The activities of the above institutions are aimed at the implementation of the public policy in the sphere of social work with families, children and youth through the social service delivery to the youth and families with children in crisis; orphan children and children without parental care from among the graduates of the boarding schools and inmates of the family-type children’s homes, foster families; women in the seventh – ninth month of pregnancy and mothers with children from the birth to 18 months who found themselves in the difficult life situation; the disabled children and youth aged from 7 to 35 years; HIV-infected children and youth.
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